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Bishop Richard Garcia and Deacon Warren Hoy of the Diocese of Monterey discuss the Green Power 
project with Romero Institute directors at the Monterey Diocese headquarters on January 20th, 2017. Learn 
more about the project at GreenPower.ngo 
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| went back to the creation of God's world and | looked at chapter 1 of Genesis and | think these words are 
what really can draw us together God said | give you every seed-bearing plant all over the earth and every 
tree that a seed bearing fruit to be your food and to all the animals of the land all the birds of the air and all 
the living creatures that crawl on the ground | give all green plants for food and so it happened God looked at 
everything he made and found it very good | hope that's what we're all about finding everything that God 
created very good and to really be the instruments and the people that will follow God's plan for creation and 
that is what you're doing in the Romero Institute it's been our great pleasure here in the diocese to work with 
Romero Institute on this initiative actually a two pronged initiative that we've been working on both tutoring 
the diocese or green to improve our own carbon footprint in the world and follow through on the teachings of 
Pope Francis from on top to see but also to work in advocacy with the community to try to come up with 
more green power initiatives here in our own community and particularly in Santa Cruz de Monterrey in San 
Benito counties working with the 21 different jurisdictions both county and city governments that need to sign 
on to the Monterey Bay community power program to bring us more clean energy and they've done just 
wonderful work in working with those 21 different organizations if all 21 of these communities join Monterey 
Bay community power we have the potential to remove more than 80 million pounds of carbon emissions 
from our annual emissions each year and that number can actually grow as we grow our local renewable 
capacity how 
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grow our local renewable capacity how its electricity like in general you a church is actually used you know 
the saving so far it varies quite significantly from church to church the for example the Boulder Creek Church 
st. Michael's they installed a system that was relatively expensive | think around $50,000 to put the entire 
system in but then but then the diocese also has very large churches like Madonna del sasso in Salinas | 
think their electricity bill each month is about five thousand dollars | mean the rough math is that if the entire 
diocese decides to move forward with this energy efficiency in the solar program it's looking like it could be 
as much as 10 million over the next 25 years it is very kinda Catholic Church and what is work in such a 
structure or you know model entrance is a pretty wild Danny and | are on the steering committee of the 
global Catholic climate movement and to my knowledge there is no other place in the world doing what is 
happening here in this diocese and what happens here and the success of this program here is going to be a 
model not only for the rest of California but in the rest of our country but for the world and we're going next 
week to Rome to a steering committee meeting and they want us to present information on how this is being 


done what this entails it's been a great pleasure working on this and looking forward to the next couple of 
weeks the next month or so as the all the jurisdictions start voting and we'll see how it all goes but it's been a 
real pleasure so far so thank you all for being part of this today thank you thank you very much 
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